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Introduction 

At its meeting of 16 January 2017, the Bureau endorsed the request made by the ENVI 

Committee to send a delegation to Tallinn and North Estonia during the green week in May 

2017. The aim of this delegation was to learn about experiences in the context of the circular 

economy with focus on waste, renewable energy and sustainable bioenergy, in particular in 

the context of the current ENVI work on the Circular Economy Package and the revision of 

the Renewable Energy Directive. Meetings with the stakeholders focused in particular on 

issues such as re-use and re-design, providing a practical overview on waste recycling and 

prevention.  

The mission included meetings in Tallinn and a visit to Lahemaa National Park and was 

accompanied by Silvia Cannalire and Ewa Kaniewska from the secretariat of the Committee 

on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). Also the ECR political group 

advisor Russell Darke accompanied the delegation. 

Summary account of meetings 

Monday 22 May 2017 

Meeting with Estonian environmental NGOs 

Following a tour de table presentation, Ms Kaart Vaarmari and Mr Aleksei Lotman 

ofEstonian Fund for Nature gave a presentation on sustainable bioenergy and forestry in 

Estonia. The speakers explained that NGOs are very worried about the sustainability of the 

forest management in Estonia, as the officially authorised amount of harvesting is not 

sustainable and exceeds growth increment of the forest (15 million m3, instead of 8,4 mln 

m3). Moreover the real harvesting amounts to 11 mln m3 (mostly of clear-cutting). 

In the OECD report of March 2017, Estonia ranks as second in the list of countries with most 

intensive use of forests. They also explained their concerns about wood used as biomass; in 

particular, although the forest area in Estonia has been growing in the last years, the 

biodiversity is declining as old forests are being replaced with new trees.  

In the following discussions on the ongoing legislative files, Ms Vaarmari, Mr Lotman and 

the Members exchanged their views on the recast of the Renewable Energy directive and on 

the LULUCF proposal, on circular economy and sustainability in the agriculture sector. Mr 

Lotman called for a more participated consultation in the planning of the forest management. 

Ms Evelyn Piirsalu, from SEI Estonia, explained to participants how incineration and 

recycling of municipal solid waste is handled with in Estonia and discussed with Members 

about how things could change after the adoption of the waste package. 
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Meeting with Estonian Renewable Energy Association  

Mr Rene Tammist, Director of the Estonian Renewable Energy Association, made a 

presentation on the state of play and perspectives of renewables in Estonia. He underlined that 

Estonia was the first EU country to reach its 2020 target on RES share in final energy 

consumption already in 2011 and that despite the good progress its potential allows to get to 

100% renewables by 2030 for cooling and heating and by 2050 for transportation. Mr. 

Tammist also explained that the electricity production from RES in 2016 was: 55,6% 

biomass, biogas and waste; 42% wind; 2,5% hydro and 0,2% solar. He stressed that without a 

strong EU legislative framework, it would be very difficult for the EU to become the number 

1 in renewables. 

Mr Raul Kirjanen (CEO Graanul Invest AS) presented the pellets sector, Mr Priit Koit (CEO 

Utilitas OÜ) presented the role and potential of bioenergy, Ms Margo Külaots (CEO Fortum 

Eesti AS) presented the role and potential of biomass and Mr Martin Kruus (CEO 4 Energia) 

presented the wind sector in Estonia. 

In the following exchange of views, Members discussed with the speakers about the potential 

of renewables in sectors other that heating, and in particular in the transport sector as well as 

about the intensification of the use of forests in Estonia and its impact on biodiversity and 

forests age. 

Meeting with Estonian Minister of the Environment 

The Estonian Minister of the Environment, Mr Marko Pommerants welcomed the delegation 

and presented the organisational structure of the ministry and State agencies under the 

ministry. He explained that 50% of the Estonian territory is covered by forests and that 30% 

of them are protected, that there are ancient ecosystems which are 10 000 years old and 5 

national parks. The Minister then presented to Members the Presidency's general priorities 

and the specific priorities in the environmental area, in particular eco innovation. 

Members asked the Minister about his perspective on sustainability of forestry and biomass, 

as two opposite positions emerged in the delegation’s previous meetings. The Minister said 

that despite the domestic debate on forest cutting, they cut less (10 million m3) than the 

forests annual growth (15 million m3), and that they try to find the right balance between 

different needs. He also confirmed that 10% of the forests area has to be protected completely. 



 

PE606.023v01-00 4/4 CR\1127462EN.docx 

EN 

Tuesday 23 May 

Visit to Uuskasutus Keskus 

Members of the delegation visited the premises of Uuskasutus Keskus, a re-use centre in 

Tallin, founded in 2004, with the objective to put used things back in circulation and to make 

re-use and re-design easily accessible. 

Ms Katriin Juriska, CEO of Uuskasutus, presented the initiative which started with no funds 

and few volunteers and counts now 10 shops in Estonia (6 in Tallinn), 60 employees, 1 200 

visitors and 100 000 donators in 2016, saving 900 tons of things from landfill.  

In the following discussion, Members stressed how in the circular economy package there is 

very strong emphasis on Members States to find ways to incentivise the reparation of broken 

things. Mrs Juriskla explained that only 20-30 percent of the goods donated is sold and what 

is not sold, is either donated to people in need either to theatres and movie makers. 

She explained that in Estonia their activity is not taxed and stressed that this fiscal advantage 

incentivises a lot that business. 

Visit to Cleantech ForEst  

Mr Erki Ani, CEO of Cleantech ForEst presented the cleantech network organisation, an 

independent NGO which operates in all main fields of green tech and aims at accelerating 

Estonian green innovation through several innovative projects and actions as the Climathon, a 

global 24hours climate change “hackaton” taking place simultaneously in several cities.  

In the following debate, Mr Ani explained that Estonia has a lot of start-ups and the Ministry 

stressed that eco-innovation is one of the top priorities of the Presidency.  

Lunchtime presentation on civil initiative “Lets do it!” 

Ms Kadi Kenk presented the campaign, started in 2008, which organises coordinated 

activities to clean-up illegal garbage in the forests and country-side and tracks the litter 

through an application. The next cleaning days will be in 2018. 

Meeting with the Estonian Ministry of the Environment  

Members met with Mr Marku Lamp (Deputy Secretary General of the Ministry of 

Environment), Mr Mart Raamat (Adviser of the energy questions in the Ministry of 

Environment) and Ms Kristi Klaas (Counsellor for Environmental Affairs - Head of Section - 

at the Permanent Representation of Estonia to the EU). 

Mr Lamp made a presentation on sustainable forest management and bioenergy explaining 

that the forest increment is more than the felling, that 10% of the forest is strictly protected, 

15 % is protected and 75% is for commercial use and that 1/10 of wolves can be hunted per 

year. Then Mrs Klaas made a presentation on LULUCF and Mr Raamat on Renewable energy 

in Estonia. 

https://www.letsdoitworld.org/about/overview/
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Walking nature tour in Lahemaa National Park  

The Members of the delegation made a guided tour with Mr Hanno Zingel (Adviser on nature 

conservation questions in the Ministry of Environment) and Mr Roland Müür (Adviser of the 

Nature Conservation Department of the Estonian Environmental Board) who presented the 

different services of the State Forest Management Centre (RMK) as well as the functioning of 

a self-managed forest and its consequences on biodiversity. 

In the discussions, the ecosystem services were presented and the logging policy debated as 

well as its impact on eco-systems. 

Wednesday 24 May 

Visit to Eesti Pandipakend  

The Members of the delegation visited the premises of Eesti Pandipakend, Estonia’s deposit-

refund scheme which covers both refillable packaging (glass and plastic) and non-refillable 

packaging (glass, plastic and metal) for beverages.  

Mr Rauno Raal, the Managing Director, presented in detail the functioning of the deposit 

scheme underlying that it is better than standard collection of waste as 80-98% of the material 

put to market is collected and also non green consumers contribute as they receive some 

money back when they return the deposit. 

In the debate, participants discussed on how to reduce packaging waste, especially plastic 

bottles. 

Members then had the opportunity to visit the premises and see the functioning of the 

recycling system. 

Meeting with the members of Estonian Parliament Environmental Committee  

Members discussed with Mr Rainer Vakra, Chairman of the Environment Committee, and Mr 

Kalle Palling, Vice-Chair of the Environment Committee, on circular economy and climate 

change.  

In particular, the Chair asked about the Estonian priorities on circular economy. 

Members also discussed the different feedback received on renewables by the stakeholders 

met during the delegation in order to better understand the Member State perspective, in 

particular concerning the extensive use of biomass which increases the share of renewables 

but has consequences on forests cutting and biodiversity loss.  

The Estonian MPs explained that Estonia is not phasing out from shale oil as emissions 

already decreased and would  like to also keep gas in its energy mix, in order to avoid being 

dependent on gas from Russia. Members then discussed about the LULUCF proposal, the 

circular economy package and in particular the incineration of waste as energy source used 

for heating in Estonia. 
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Conclusions 

The Members of the delegation had the opportunity to discuss with the Minister of the 

environment, members of the Estonian parliament as well as NGOs and stakeholders from the 

industry and civil society about the progress and the challenges in the areas of the circular 

economy and waste management, renewable energy and forest management and biodiversity 

in Estonia. 

Several visits gave the participants the opportunity to see innovative projects and collect 

interesting points of views which will be useful for the work of the ENVI Committee on 

ongoing important legislative files such as the waste package and the Renewables Directive. 
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COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 

 

MISSION TO TALLINN AND NORTH ESTONIA 
 

22-24 May 2017 
 

FINAL PROGRAMME 

 

 

Monday 22 May 

Morning Individual departure for Tallinn 

14:40 Meeting point at the hotel lobby 

Hotel SWISSOTEL, Tornimae Street 3 - 10145 Tallinn 

15:00-16:15 

Meeting with NGOs  

Ms Kai Klein (Coordinator), Estonian Council of Environmental NGOs 

(EKO) 

Mr Kärt Vaarmari (Development Manager) and Mr Aleksei Lotman (expert 

on marine protection and sustainable agriculture), Estonian Fund for Nature  

Mr Mihkel Annus (Project coordinator), Estonian Green Movement 

Mr Lauri Tammiste (Centre Director) and Mr Harri Moora (Programme 

Director, Senior expert), SEI Tallinn 

Venue: EP Information office, Rävala puiestee 4, 10143 Tallinn 

16:15-17:15 

Meeting with Estonian Renewable Energy Association  

Mr Rene Tammist (Director Estonian Renewable Energy Association) 

Mr Raul Kirjanen (CEO Graanul Invest AS) 

Mr Priit Koit (CEO Utilitas OÜ) 

Ms Margo Külaots (CEO Fortum Eesti AS) 

Venue: EP Information office, Rävala puiestee 4, 10143 Tallinn 

17:15-17:30 Walk to the Ministry of Environment 

17:30-18:30 

Meeting with Estonian Minister of the Environment 

Mr Marko Pomerants, Estonian Minister of the Environment  

Venue: Ministry of Environment, Narva mnt 7a, 15172 Tallinn  

End of the first day 
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Tuesday 23 May  

8:30 Meeting point in the hotel lobby 

8:30-9:00 Bus transfer 

9:00-10:00 

Visit to Uuskasutus - more information 

(non-profit social economy organisation specialised in re-use) 

 

Ms Katriin Jüriska, Management board member, CEO 

 

Venue: Liivalaia 29, 10118 , Tallinn 

10:00-

10:30 
Bus transfer 

10:30-

11:30 

Visit to Cleantech ForEst (cleantech network organisation) - more information discussion on 

eco-innovation and green start-ups 

 

Mr Erki Ani, Management board member, CEO 

 

Venue: Ministry of Environment, Narva mnt 7a, 15172 Tallinn 

11:30-

12:30 
Bus transfer  

12:30-

14:00 

Lunchtime presentation on civil initiative “Lets do it!” - more information  

Ms Kadi Kenk, Head of Partnerships 

 

Venue: Sagadi küla, Vihula vald, 45403 Lääne-Virumaa 

14:00-

15:00 

Meeting with the Estonian Ministry of the Environment at Forest Museum - 

presentation on LULUCF and sustainable forest management and bioenergy  

Mr Marku Lamp (Deputy Secretary General of the Ministry of Environment) 

Mr Mart Raamat (Adviser of the energy questions in the Ministry of Environment) 

Ms Kristi Klaas (Counsellor for Environmental Affairs - Head of Section - at the 

Permanent Representation of Estonia to the EU)  

Venue: Sagadi küla, Vihula vald, 45403 Lääne-Virumaa 

15:15-

17:45 

Walking nature tour in Lahemaa National Park - more information - discussion on 

ecosystem services and presentation of the different services of the State Forest 

Management Centre (RMK) 

Tour guides: Mr Hanno Zingel (Adviser on nature conservation questions in the 

Ministry of Environment) and Mr Roland Müür (Adviser of the Nature Conservation 

Department of the Estonian Environmental Board) 

More information on the forest nature trail can be found here. 

Venue: Oandu old-growth forest nature trail (4.7 km)  

http://uuskasutus.ee/en/?l
https://www.cleantechforest.ee/aboutus
https://www.letsdoitworld.org/about/overview/
https://www.letsdoitworld.org/about/overview/
https://loodusegakoos.ee/where-to-go/national-parks/lahemaa-national-park
http://loodusegakoos.ee/where-to-go/national-parks/lahemaa-national-park/oandu-nature-forest-trail-4-dot-7-km
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17:45-

18:45 
Bus transfer to the hotel (Sagadi Manor), check-in at the hotel  

18:45 Meeting point in the hotel lobby and bus transfer to Palmse Manor 

19:00-

21:30 

Dinner hosted by the Estonian Ministry of the Environment  

Venue: Palmse Manor, 45435 Viitna pk, Palmse küla, Lääne-Virumaa 

21:30-

22:00 

Bus transfer to the hotel 

Hotel Sagadi Manor, Sagadi küla, Vihula vald, 45403 Lääne-Virumaa 

End of the second day 

 

Wednesday 24 May 

8:30 
Meeting point in the hotel lobby 

8:30-9:30 
Bus transfer to Eesti Pandipakend 

09:30-11:00 
Visit to Eesti Pandipakend (producer responsibility organisation for packaging) - 

more information 

 

Mr Rauno Raal Managing Director  

 

Venue: Visase 18, 11415 Tallinn, Harjumaa  

11:00-11:30 
Bus transfer to the Estonian Parliament 

11:30-12:30 
Meeting with the members of Estonian Parliament Environmental Committee - 

discussion on circular economy and climate change 

Mr Rainer Vakra, Chairman of the Environment Committee 

Mr Kalle Palling, Vice-Chair of the Environment Committee 

Venue: Estonian Parliament, Lossi plats 1a, 15165 Tallinn 

Afternoon Individual departures from Tallinn 

End of the visit 

 
 

 

 

http://eestipandipakend.ee/en/eesti-pandipakend-eng/

